It is now generally recognised that this series, begun in 1971, is a valuable authoritative source of information on chemicals suspected of being carcinogenic. The present volume maintains the high standard previously established. The monographs in this volume are concerned with a number of carbamate esters, dialkylthiocarbamates, ethylenebisdithiocarbamates and carbazides. These have t-wo main uses: the first as fungicides, pesticides or herbicides and the second as accelerators in the rubber industry.
Unfortunately, because the published data were either qualitatively or quantitatively inadequate, the compilers of this volume have found it impossible to make any evaluation of carcinogenicity in man, and only in a few cases was an assessment possible of carcinogenicity in animals. This gives cause for concern, as some of these compounds are produced in quantities as high as 5 million kg per annum and in one case, 1911-70, pp. 141; Vol. 2, Ireland (Republic) 1922-70, pp. 142; Vol. 3, Northern Ireland 1922-70, pp. 142; Vol.4, Scotland, 1911 -70, pp. 140 (1976 1911-1970: Studies on Medical and Population Subjects No. 29"; 1975; London: HMSO) ; but the OPCS analysis dealt only with categories of neoplasms listed in the current (8th) revision of the International Classification of Diseases (ICD) and could only go back one to three decades for some conditions that used to be classified differently-e.g. to 1941 for the lung, pleura and adjacent sites (categories 162 and 163 in the current ICD), as opposed to 1911 when the ICR figures for lung and pleura start. On the other hand, the OPCS report gives separate figures for a few sites (e.g. cervix uteri) that were not distinguislhed before the 1940s; and as it also uses the standard TCD categories and has been professionally printed and bound, which the ICR tables have not, these
